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Cankr-IleTepOyprckuii ToCyapCTBEHHbIN YHUBEPCHUTET

[TOITOB I'eopruit Huxkonaesuu

OOQO «IlaHres», 61aroTBOPUTENBHBIN NMPOEKT «KOPOTKO U SICHO 0 CAaMOM MHTEPECHOM»

AHCOH Csetnana IOpbeBHa

Hayunsiit mapk CaHxT-ITerep6yprckoro rocyAapcTBeHHOTO YHUBEPCHUTETa

MEJHBIN BCAOHUK: «M TPO31bsI TOIMA30B B HOTAX Y ITETPA..»

M3BecTHO, YTO MOCTAaMeHT IJII CaMOTO H3BEeCTHOTO
mamsitHUKA [letpy I - MenHoro BcasHmKa — co3gaH
U3 TUTAaHTCKOTO T'PAHUTHOTO BajlyHa, HMeHyeMO-
ro I'pom-kamens (un. 1). Ou Gbin Haiigen B 1768 r.
B oKpecTHOCTsIX JlaxTel y Gepera PuHCKOro 3anmBa
4uyTb HIDKe ycThst HeBbl. K 300-1eTuro aBTOpa mpoekTa
d1beHa Mopuca Panskone (1716-1791) T. H. TNomnos
06001IMT ¥ ONMyOIMKOBaJI IIABHBIE CTPAHULIBI MCTO-
puu Megpnoro Bcaguuka' u I'pom-kamus®. B 2016-
2018 rr. aBTOpPBI HaCTOSIIIEH CTAThH BBITTOTHUIN
HOBBIe HCKYCCTBOBeAUeCKHe, MUHEePaJOTHIecKue,
WH)XeHepHO-TeOoJIoOTUYecKre U JpyTrHe ClelfanbHble
ncciaesoBanus’. CBesieHUs], TOTyYeHHbIE B pe3y/ibTaTe
3THX MCC/IEf0BAHUM, MTO3BOSIOT AATh OOBEKTHBHYIO
XapaKTepUCTHKY COCTaBa U BH/IQ MUHEPAIOB, COlep-
Xamxest B [poM-KaMHe, ¥ COOTHECTH UX C OIHCAH-
HBIMH B JIUTeparype.

HsBecTHO, uTO 27 aBrycra 1766 r. 3. M. ®anpkoHe
MOATIMCAI KOHTPAKT Ha U3rorossieHue B [letepGypre
«KOHHOM CTaTyu KOJIOCCaJIBHOrO pa3mepa». M kak
orMeyasn HUCTOpUK AHTOH [lommHuKoBH4Y VIBaHOB-
CKUM, «IIepPBBIM CyLIECTBEHHBIM U CaMbIM Ba)XHBIM
BOITPOCOM IIPH Havasie MOCTPOUKH MaMsITHHUKA ObLIO
MIPUMCKAaHHEe OrPOMHOTrO, WCIIOMIMHCKOTO KaMHS,
JO/DKEHCTBOBABIIETO CITYXXUTh ITOJHOXUEM IaMsIT-
HUKy»*. B ceHTs16pe 1768 r. kpecTbsinuH CemeH Bui-
HSIKOB COOGIIMI O HaXogKe B OKpecTHOCTsIX KoHHOM
JlaxTBl TOAXOZASIIETO IO IapaMeTpaM T'PaHUTHOTO
MOHOJINTA, MMeHyeMoro B Hapoge [pom-KaMmeHb.
CoBpeMeHHHUKHU I10 JOCTOWHCTBY OLIEHWIN He TONb-
KO «Y)KaCHYI0 BEJIMYMHY» HAWJEHHOTO «IIOYTH TO-
TOBOTO IOJHOXUSI», HO M €T0 MUHepaJorudecKue
0COGEHHOCTH.

danpkoHe mmcan (QPaHIY3CKOMY MHHHUCTPY
repuory JruiboHy’ B 1769 r.: «5 umen dects, Mu-
JIOCTUBBIN TOCYAAph, JaTh ordyeT Bam m Akagemuu

nucbMaMu B gekabpe mecsiue 1768 roga, o moso-
XeHUH, B KOTOPOM TOT/Ia HAaXOAW/IACh MOSI MOAEb.
5l roBopma Taroke WM O UYZHOM KaMHe, KOTOPBIHA
MOCTY)XUT TOJHOXHEM [JisI CTaTyH... 3TO I/bIOA
MIPEKPACHOTO U Ype3BBIYAlHO TBEpPAOTr0 TpaHUTa
C BeCbMa JIIOOOTBITHBIMU MTPOKMIKAMHU KPUCTAI/IHU-
3aunu. OHa 3ac/Ty)XMBaeT MecTa B BalleM KabUHeTe.
[Toctaparoch AOOBITH OCKOMIOK MOKpAacHBee U, eCiu
JO3BOJINTE, MIJIOCTUBBIH rOCYaph, IPHUCOEIHIO €eT0
K BallleMy COOPAaHMIO eCTeCTBEHHOM MCTOPUM»®.

B Ilaprke cyliecTBYIOT TpH MCTOpHUYECKHe KOJI-
JIeKIIMY MUHepaJIoB U TOPHBIX mopog. [lepsast Ha-
xogutcst B HamumoHanbHOM My3ee ecTeCTBeHHOH
ncropun B CopbonHe’, 0OHa Ha4asma GOPMUPOBATHCS
ewe B XVII B. Bropoe co6panme pacnosaraercs B Top-
Hoi1 wkoste [Tapmka® — aToT Myseit ocHoBaH B 1794 1.
TpeTbst mpeKpacHast MUHepaToTHIecKast KOJIEKIIHS,
nepBble 00pa3ubl KOTOpoil cobpawnsl eme B 1801 .,
HNpUHAJIXUT YHUBepcuTeTy uM. Ilbepa u Mapuu
Kropw®. Vimerotrcss u gpyrue KO/UTEKUMH, LOKyMEH-
ThI, apxuBbl. [lonck Hexorga oTkomoTeix OT [pom-
KaMHs1 06pasL0B B MapIKCKUX COOPAHMSIX OKa3asIcs
CJIOKHBIM U TIOKa He yBeHYascsl ycrmexoM. OpHaKo
yIIOMHHaHUe 0 caMoM ['poM-KaMHe MBI HaXOAM B CO-
yuHeHnH ¢panuysckoro ydyenoro XVIII B., wreHa
Bepnunckoil akagemuun Hayk [pémonne (Bormana)
Tee6o (1733-1807): «S Bupmen danbpKoHeTa, KOr-
JA OH eXasl TyAa, BUAEI ero M Ha OGpaTHOM IyTH.
5l 61 M3 YyKCIa TeX, KOMY OH PO3JaJ KyCOYKH Ipa-
HHTA OT CKasbl, 06pasyouleil MOgHOXHUE MaMSITHU-
Ka [lerpy Benukomy (Torma Geuta Moza menats ceGe
M3 BTOrO TPAHNTA 3AIIOHKH)» 0.

B 1771 r. 6apou X. I. ¢pon laiinmuur tak onuck-
BaeT CBOM BIl€YAT/IEHWs] OT IPOeKTa INaMSITHUKA:
«[TocTameHT GyzeT cenaH U3 1eJIBHOTO KaMHsI, KO-
TOPBIM HalUIU B 15 BepcTax orciopa. SI Buzen yactob
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Wn. 1. Mamstrauk Ierpy I (Megusrit Bcaguuk). Cxyasmropst D. M. ®anskore, M.-A. Kosro. 1782. ®otorpadus I. H. ITomosa.
2018. BoigeneHHbIi $pparMeHT B BOCTOYHOM YaCTH LIeHTPabHOTO 6/I0Ka MOCTaMeHTa — 30Ha JeTa/IbHOrO MUHePaIoru4ecKoro

Hcciea0BaHus I'paHUTa, BKIKOYAKOLas y4aCTOK MerMaTUTOBOM YKHJIbI

€T0, pa3pe3aHHYI0 U OTIIONMUPOBaHHYI0. OH BBITISITUT
KaK IpekpacHeHumid Mmpamop. CKa3bIBalOT, YTO M-
IepaTpuLa 3akas3aza cebe U3 TAaKOro KaMHsI CEPbIH,
a TaxoKe OXKepesbe, U MHOTME 3HAaTHBIE JaMbl HOCST
W3e/1sl U3 3TOTO KaMHs» !

B 1777 r. pykoBoguTens pabot mo foberde u go-
craBke I'pom-kamusi Mapun Kap6ypu B cBOMX 3a-
[MCKaX M3/I0KUI €ro XapaKTepHble OCOOGEHHOCTH:
«Kpucranist 66111 04€eHb KPENKO COeAMHEHBI C KaM-
HEM... HEKOTOpble ObUIM MPO3Pa4yHbl, KaK T'OPHBIH
XpyCTasb, Jpyrve MOJIOYHBIE, TPETbU KOPHUYHEBEIE,
TaKKe ObUIM, XOTS M B MeHbLIEM KOJIMYECTBE, Yep-
Hble. CaMble KpyIHbIe KPUCTA/UIBI ObUIM PasMepoOM
¢ GyHAYK, OHM GBUIH ITOYTH BCE TBEP)KE TOPHOTO XPy-
crasns [Beimapum»'2,

[Tozxuee, B 1783 1., maMsSITHUK ObUT OMKCAH Xpa-
auteneM KyHctkameps! npu Mmneparopckoit Akage-
vy HayK MoranHom Bakmeiicrepom: «Cam KameHb
ObUT TIeresbHOrO LIBETa M YPe3BbIYAHHO KPEIOK,

YJaCTHIIBI €70 COCTOSITH U3 TI0JIeBOTO IITaTa ¥ KBaplia.
Ha opHoIt cTOpOHE OHOTO MpHMeYeHsl ObUIH IO pas-
HBIM OTIMCAaHUSIM TOIa3bl, aMEeTUCTHI, IPAHATHI U Kap-
HeOJIbl, TAKKe U PA3HOIBETHBIE KPUCTAJLIBI, U3 KOMX
HEKOTOpbIe ObUIH BETMYUHOIO C PYCCKHI opex»'3.

JupexTop HMmmeparopckoro MuHepaaorM4ecKo-
ro ob6wecrBa B IlerepGypre, mpodeccop ItaBroro
MeJJarOTMYecKoro MHCTUTYTa Slkum [puropreBma
3emOHnukuii nmucan B 1834 r.: «[paHuTHas ckana,
Ha TOJHOXHE Cero IMaMsATHUKA YHoTpebieHHas....
COCTOMT... U3 KPACHOT0, & OTYACTH U 6eJIoro MoseBo-
ro IIMaTa, Ceporo KeBapua, 6eoi v YepHOU CITIObI,
MeCTaMH COZIEPXKUT JKele3ucTyto BeHucy'. O6mom-
Ki ee 00OpabarpiBajii BHa4Yajle HA IEPCTHU, CEpPbIH,
GpaciieTsl, TAGAKEPKU U TIPOI.» 1.

Anrmuiickuit - npodeccop  GUIOIOT-CIABUCT,
naypear AunudepoBckoit mpemun 1998 r. DHTO-
uu Kpocc B kuure «bpuranist B [lerepGypre» oxu-
BWI C/ydyall M3 )XU3HM Kame/uta"Ha /hxona I7eHHa
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M. 2. Onmcanue ceper, IpeJIoN0XXKUTeTbHO BKIIOYAIONTIX
¢$parmenTs Munepanos ['pom-kamusi. Bocrp. mo: AnmasHbrit
¢ong CCCP. Boim. 4. C. 33

Kunra (1732-1787) B Cankr-IletepOypre; oH muIIeT:
«HMuTepecHsle cBegenus o Kunre HakaHyHe oTbe3za
u3 IlerepGypra comepxarcsi B MHUCbME CKY/IBIITOPA
JrbeHa PanpKoHe K UMNiepaTpuLe... B mogapox Kunr
MOyYUJI CePbr'd, CAe/laHHble M3 KyCOYKa TIpaHUTa
OT BeJINYeCTBEHHOTO MaMSITHUKA; OH IIOTOM yBe3 UX
B AHIMIO, rIe mogapui tegy Makaptau»!®. 3Tu Kxe
CJIOBA [TOBTOPEHBI BMOHOTPAp U POCCHIACKOTO KCKYC-
crBoBega u ucropuka JI. K. Kysueuosoit'’. CBegenust
0 cyzp0e 3THX ceper He COXpaHMINCh. [Tonck Hactes-
HUKOB rpada MakapTHH TaK)Ke He MPHHEC JKeJlaeMo-
TO pesy/braTa.

Kak numer JI. K. Kysnenosa, B 1772 r. Exarepu-
Ha Il gnsa cBoero ceiHa IlaBna «moBesena... caenaThb
Mapy 3alOHOK, OKPYXKUB CBEPKAIOIIUMU aaIMa3aMU
4YeTsIpe Kamellka ,,0T Gonpuioro kamust [pom’, uge-
anpHO oTuutMdoBaHHBIX»'®, 3aTem [laBen [ mepe-
JAapWI «CBOM IIpe3eHT» BeINKOH KHsDKHe Mapuu
ITaBmoBue. JI. K. KysHemosa BepHO HasBama 3T
«KaMelIKW» IIOMIMPOBAHHBIMHU OTIIeNaMu oT [pom-
kamus'®. Tatoke OHa COOGIIAET O IMATH Mapax Ceper
pasmepoM 5,6 x 2,8 MM, B eKOp KOTOPBIX BKJIIOYe-
HBI «B POCKOIIHOM a/IMa3HOM OOpaMJIeHHH He rpa-
HaTel, a W/eaJlbHO OTIIONVMPOBAHHBIE OTIIEIBI
OT TpaHHUTA ,HPOCTBIX BaJyHOB M3 OKPeCTHOCTeH
[MetepGypra“»*. JI. K. KysHemoBa B cBoeil KHure
yHoMHHaeT, uTo «16 maprta 1927 roma r-u ®unnnmnc
Kynua 3a 320 PyHTOB CTEPIMHIOB Ye€THIPE MApBHL...
OpWIIMAHTOBBIX Ceper, SIKOOBI [IeKOPUPOBAHHBIX

KyCOYKaMH OTIIOJIMPOBAaHHOrO ararta»*'. OHa npeamno-
JIaraert, YTo 3T0 06/10MKH ['pOM-KaMHsI.

YnomuHaHHs 00 MCIONB30BAaHWU IOCiIe 0oOpa-
6otku ¢PparmeHTOB [POM-KaMHSI MOXKHO HANTH
1 B Apyryx MyG/IMKaLus U apXUBax, HallpUMep B HC-
cnepoBanuu M. B. 3umuna u A. P. CokonoBa?2. Ouu
Tak ke, Kak 1 JI. K. Ky3snenoBa, ccpuiatorcst Ha 4-# BbI-
mycK anbboma-Katanora «Anmasueiii pong CCCP»23,
rae nog, N° 257 onucaHbl ISTh Nap ceper ¢ «pO30BbIM
IPaHUTHBIM lerMarutom» (K. 2). MisBectra u ¢poto-
rpadusi ceper ¢ MOJIEBBIM ILIMATOM M3 3-TO BBINYCKA
TOro ke Karanora (vr. 3). JJocToBepHO He YCTaHOB-
JIEHO, CBSI3aHbI JIM MeX/y c000i 3TH uszpenus. Anb-
60M «Anmasubiit pong, CCCP» GbLT CO37aH IO 3aKa3y
HapopHoro komwuccapuara ¢rHaHCOB st «(POHIA
COI03a MPOJIETAPCKUX PeCHyOIMK» Ha OCHOBE peBH-
3UH «BEKOBBIX COKPOBHIL], OBIBLIMX LIApeii».

B TocymapcTBeHHOM TIeOJIOTHUYeCKOM Mysee
uM. B. M. Beprnagckoro PAH B Mockse 25 mapra
2018 r. 6bUTa OTKpBITA BBICTABKAa «MemHBINA BCaj-
Huk. Hcropun meemectana»’!. ABTOp 9KCIIOBHLIMH
B. B. YepHeHKO NIpPOJEMOHCTPHUPOBAN YeThIpe TiIa-
CTHUHBI TpaHUTa pasmepoM 3,5x4,5x0,5 cm. OHu
npoucxogsaT u3 koutekuuu IlaBma IpuropneBuya
Hemuposa (1781-1821) u samucaHbl B MHBEHTape
KOJUIEKIIAU KaK KYCOYKH «H3 TOTO YK€ BaJyHa, KOTO-
PBIii SIB/ISIETCST IOCTaMeHTOM MaMATHUKY [leTpy [»%.
[IpencTouT ceppe3HO HCCIe0BATh MHHEPATBHBIN CO-
CTaB U CTPYKTYPY ITHUX YeThIPeX IUIACTHHOK I'PAaHUTA.
BusyanbHO OHYM He MAEHTHYHBI 'PAaHUATY [pOM-KaMHSI.

JetanpHoe Bu3yanbHOe 06C/Ief0BaHIE KaMHSI MOf
MezpHbIM BCaJHUKOM IOKA3ajo, YTO OH COCTOUT U3
IPAaHMUTA CBETIO-PO30BOTO M CEPOTO OTTEHKOB C 3ep-
HUCTOCTBIO B 1,5-3 cm. [locTameHT paccekaeT merma-
TUTOBAsS KHJIa MOIIHOCTBIO OKOJIO 50 €M U IPOYXXUJIKU
MOIITHOCTBIO 3-5 cM.

C paspewenus locymapcTBeHHOro Mysesi ro-
poackoit ckynbiTypbl CaHkT-IleTepGypra B pamkax
U3y4eHHs] ITOCTaMeHTa MeJgHOro BCaJHUKA IeTep-
Oyprckue uccnepoBarenu A. I. bynax, H. A. AGpa-
mosa u I. H. ITonoB B3su1 MUKpPONIPOGH! MUHEPAIOB
I'pom-kamusi. B 2002 r. 6pU10 M3y4yeHO fiBe MPOOBI,
B kotopbix B. b. TpodpumoB guarnocTuposa Tomas.
B 2016 r. - mars npo6, B 2018 1. - BoceMHaaTh.
C. 10. flacoH nccnenoBana UX C MOMOLIBI0 MUKPO-
ckorna Hitachi TM3000 u aHanuTH4YeCKO CHCTEMBI
Quanta 200 3D.

JlnarHocTrKa MUHEpasoB BBINTOTHEHA B Pecypc-
HOM IJeHTPe MUKPOCKOITNH 1 MUKpoaHantn3a Hayuno-
ro nmapka CaHkT-IleTepGyprckoro rocysapcTBeHHOTO
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Wn. 3. Ceporu. BpusinasTel, akBaMapyHbl, T0/1eBoi wnar u3 [pom-kamust. MutocTpanyst U3 Karanora «AnMasHbiil GoHz,
CCCP». Uapenus npopans! Ha aykupone Christie’s 8 1927 r. Bocnip. mo: Anmasssriit ¢pong, CCCP. Boimn. 3. Ta6r. LX

yHUBepcuTeTa. [aBHble MHHEpasbl: MOJEBbIe LIMa-
TBI (CBET/IO-PO30BbIi Ka/THEBO-HATPUEBDIH MOTEBON
LIMAT U CUPEHEBO-CEPhIi MIarkoKIas; B MerMaTure
BBISIBJIEH a/IbOUT) U cepblil KBapl,. BropocrenenHbie
MUHEpanbl: CIoasl (BHOTUT U MYCKOBUT), MarHe-
TUT JBYX Pa3HOBUIHOCTEN, TOmas v QGmoopuT. Tak-
YK€ BBISIBIEHO OKOJIO 25 aKUEeCCOPHbIX (peaKux)
MUHepaaoB.

Takum 06pa3oM, MepBOHAYANbHBIE CBEJEHUS
0 coctaBe ['pOM-KaMH$, UMEIOIIUECS] B HEKOTOPBIX
JIUTEPATYPHO-UCTOPUYECKUX HUCTOYHHKAX, HE COOT-
BETCTBYIOT AeACTBUTENBHOCTU. TaK, aMeTHUCT — KBapIj
0COOGEHHOTO IBETa C MHOXXECTBOM OTTEHKOB OT Jia-
BaHZAOBOIO /IO TYCTO-(PHONETOBOrO, HACBILIEHHOCTH
KOTODBIX 3aBHCUT OT TpUMeceid, — He OGHapYXeH.

Taxoke He BbISIBIEH TOPHBIN XpyCTaib — GecliBeTHasI
Ipo3pavyHasl Pa3HOBUAHOCTH KBapla. [paHarom,
BepOsiTHEE BCEro, OIIMOOYHO HAa3bIBAIM CaM Ka-
MeHb IPaHUT WIN PO30BBIM MUHepaT MUKPOKIUH —
[MOPOA006PA3YIOIINI MUHEPAI U3 IPYIIIbI MOJEBBIX
mnaroB. 3a KapHeos (6/1aropogHy0 pasHOBHULHOCTD
Xa/lesoHa), BO3MOXHO, OIIMOOYHO NPHHMMAIN
I'PSI3HO-PO30BBIe 3epHa KBapua. YTo Takoe 3epHa
«pasmepoM ¢ QyHIYK» WIN «KPUCTAJUIbl BETUYH-
HOIO C PYCCKUH Opex», IJIsl aBTOPOB OCTAJIOCh 3araji-
Koil. MHCTpyMeHTa/IbHBIMM HCC/IEJOBAHUSIMUA ObLI
MOATBEPX/EH JIUIIb TONA3 — MHWHepaa W3 TPYIIbI
OCTPOBHBIX CHUIMKATOB aTFOMUHUSL.

Tomaz o6GHapy>KeH B HECKOJIBKUX MHKPOIpPoGax
MuHepanoB I'pom-kamus. OTaenbHbIe 3epHa ToINasa
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M. 4. YyacTok AeTanbHOTO MMHepaI0oru4ecKoro
MCCIeJOBaHuUs IOCTaMeHTa MeIHOro BcaJHUKa.
dororpadus I. H. TTonosa. 2018. PamMkoii 0OTMe4eHO MeCTO
oT6opa 3epeH Tomasa

M. 5. Ipo3ap KpHUCTa/UIOB TONasa (CBeT/I0-3e/IeHbIN) Cpesu
Ka/IMeBO-HAaTPUEBOTO MOJIEBOTO LIMATa (CBETI0-PO30BBIIA)

v kBapua (cBerno-cepsrif). CooTBeTCTBYET pparMeHTy

B pamke Ha ui. 4. Pororpadus I. H. [Tonosa. 2018

(cm. uB. Brueliky,c. VII)

Wn. 6. 3epna Tonasa KpynHsiM riaHoM. Pororpadus
I. H. TlonoBa. 2018 (cM. uB. BKJI€elKYy, c. VII)

Wn. 7. [lonynpo3spayHsie MUKpO3epHa Toasa 13
TerMaTUTOBOM JXUJIbl B BOCTOYHOM YaCTH IOCTaMeHTa.
Ontuyeckuii crepeomukpockon Leica M205 C. Pasmep 3epen
o gyinHHOM cropoHe 2 MM. Pororpaduu C. 1O. Aucon. 2018

MPUCYTCTBYIOT B IETMAaTUTOBBIX MPOXKUIIKAX U B BUJE
CKOTUIeHU#H (rpo3apeB) B MErMaTUTOBOM Xute. Pas-
Mep 3epeH B rpo3absax 0,5-1,5 MM, B cpeiHeM OKOJIO
1,5 mm. Tonas GecuBerHbIi, romy6oBaThiii U 3er1e-
HOBAaThIH, aCCOLUUPYET C MOMEBBIM IUMATOM U KBap-
uem. Haubosbiiee 4ncio 3epeH Tomasa 06HapyXeHO
Ha yYaCTKe, OTMEYEHHOM PaMKOM Ha MOCTaMeHTe Ma-
MaTHHUKA (W1, 1) 1 JeTasbHO 3aledaTieHHOM Ha Ma-
kpodoTorpaduu (un. 4). 3gech XOPOIIO BbIAENAETCS
MerMaTUTOBAs YXWJIAa MOLUIHOCTBIO OKoIo 50 cm (oHa
MIPOC/IEXUBAETCS TAKKE U C TIPOTUBOTIONIOXKHOMN CTO-
POHBI TIOCTaMeHTa). B ee oceBoit 30He GbUH e TaHbI
MakpodoTtorpaduu (v 5, 6) 1 0TOGPAHBI HECKOTBKO
3epeH Tomasa Jis AeTalbHbIX UCCefoBaHui (v. 7).
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e

OrmeruMm, 4uTO OGpasoBaHHE TOMA3a B TIPAHU-
Tax — JOBOJBHO OOBIYHOE IeOJIOrMYECKOe SIBJIEHUE.
MHOXeCTBO MOAOGHBIX HAXOAOK CAeIaHo, HAPUMeEp,
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THE BRONZE HORSEMAN: “TOPAZES APLENTY AT PETER'S FEET...

The article documents the true nature of precious and
semi-precious gemstones recovered from the ‘Thunder
Stone) the pedestal for the Bronze Horseman - a monument
to Peter I created by Ftienne Maurice Falconet (1716-1791),
which are mentioned in historical texts and art history books
on Empress Catherine II. Findings upon the mineralogical
composition of the pedestal were based on a variety of spe-
cialised studies performed by the authors in 2016-2018,
including crystallographic, geotechnical and art history

research. Mineral diagnostic was performed at the Centre
for Microscopy and Microanalysis of the St Petersburg State
University Research Park. Topaz is the only gemstone from
the list of minerals purported to be found in the ‘Thunder
Stone’ by historical sources, whose presence was proven by
the researchers. It occurs in the form of sporadic inclusions,
with individual grains measuring 0.5-1.5 mm in size, no
more than 2.5 mm. No evidence of amethyst, garnet and
carnelian inclusions has been found.

Translated by Inna Chernenko
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